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Furman

P H I L A N T H R O PY

What Rea l ly M atters? The L. D . Joh nson Lectu re Series
"As a human being and as a preacher,

of alumni and friends who admired Johnson

L.D. Johnson was remarkable. There are not

formed a committee whose goal is to ensure

many among us capable of coming away from

the future of the lecture series by establishing

charmed circles, from places of wealth and

a $75,000 endowment.

power, without somehow wanting to occupy
them. L.D. Johnson was capable of looking

Co-chaired by Furman trustee Ed Good '67
and his wife, Peggy Ellison Good '67, the

beyond the temporal to the eternal. He simply

committee sees the lecture series as providing

knew what mattered."

a unique opportunity for students to hear how

So said The Asheville Citizen on December
23, 1981, three days after L.D. Johnson, chaplain
at Furman for almost 1 5 years, died of cancer.
As a minister and chaplain, Johnson inspired

members of the Furman community confront
life's significant questions. They believe that
the ideas and experiences presented since the
series began in 1982 have offered challenging

thousands through his preaching, writing and

insights that reflect Johnson's intellect and

spiritual leadership, and he touched the lives

theology.

of countless Furman students and faculty who
looked to him as a friend, counselor and mentor.
Sam Hodges '77, religion reporter for the

Francis W. Bonner, former vice president
and provost at Furman, came to know Johnson
as a member of Greenville's First Baptist Church,

Dallas Morning News, has written, "When he

which Johnson served before accepting the

preached in the student center on Sunday

Furman position. In a tribute in the Winter

morning, many of us would struggle out of bed

1982 issue of Furman Reports, Bonner wrote that

to be there, no matter what the previous night's

Johnson "left us a legacy rich and rare. He was

wreckage. We knew that from L.D. we would

a great man - great from the pulpit and plat

to cope with the loss of his daughter, Carole,

hear something moving and profound. He was

form, great in conveying the truths of life through

in an automobile accident.

a great Bible scholar and a great role model, too,

his remarkable writings, great in his brilliance

having taken courageous stands on civil rights

as a scholar and teacher. Those of us who had

because of the October 18 death of Johnson's

the good fortune to know him will remember

widow, Marion, in Richmond, Va. She was a Phi

him best for his unpretentious compassion -

Beta Kappa graduate of George Washington

and other social issues."
Shortly after his death, Furman established
the L.D. Johnson Memorial Lectures to honor his
life and work. Two lectures - one by a faculty

his deep, calm and genuine love for people."
Among Johnson's lasting contributions

This year's lectures have added poignancy

University and was much admired in her own
right. Her gift to Furman named the Daniel

member or administrator and one by an alumnus

to Furman was a "Statement of Character and

Chapel's ministers' office in honor of her

- are presented each academic year and address

Values." Drafted in 1974, the statement has been

husband.

the theme "What Really Matters." Stacy Sauls

revised over the years as Furman's circumstances

'77, bishop of the Episcopal diocese of Lexington,

have changed, but it continues to provide

Ky., delivered this year's first lecture November 1 .

direction to the university. (Read the statement

Harry Shucker '66, outgoing vice president for

at www.furman.edu/personnel/vpaa.htm.)

student services at Furman, will speak April 29.
This fall marks the 25th anniversary of the
first Johnson lecture, which was given by the

Johnson was also a prolific writer. His books
included An Int roduction t o the Bible, Moments

now deceased Theron Price, professor of religion.

of Reflection (a collection of his columns) and
The Morning Aft er Death, a moving volume

In conjunction with the anniversary, a group

about grief and death drawn from his efforts
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To read previous L.D. Johnson lect ures, visit
www.furman. edu/chaplaincy/index.htm and click
on the lecture series link. To join the endowment
effort , send a check to the Development Office,
Furman University, Greenville, S.C., 2961 3,
and designat e it for the L.D. Johnson Lecture
Series. Memorials for Marion Johnson may
also be direct ed t o the lecture series.

